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 God first, others second, yourself last. These words were taught to 

me long ago. They have influenced my faith in ways I cannot even begin to 
imagine and have stayed with me through my many years of serving God. 
Now, I’m not going into a great theological discourse about how this 
phrase is supported in Scripture. Rather, it is the foundation of who I am 
and what I do.  

In recent weeks, several passages have been heavy on my heart and 
on my mind. Words and teachings that have spoken to me, to current 
situations, and how we are living our faith together these days. Especially 
in these uncertain days. 

As we all struggle to figure out the new normal, whatever that means, 
there has been much discussion, many words spoken, prayers given, 
frustrations shared, and new ideas celebrated. Some have been helpful. 
Some have been hurtful to others. While we have been restrained in a 
traditional worship and ministry setting in some ways, we have found new 
ways and tried new ideas at the same time. And yet we have struggled with 
how we continue to be the church in this unusual time. 

As I have listened to everyone from church members and friends to 
politicians debate how our current pandemic should be handled (or even if 
it is real at all), I struggle to listen for the voices of how to keep everyone 
safe. The voices are changing. The strain is showing. The fatigue is 
evident.  

In truth, I am tired. I am tired of social distancing, tired of not being 
able to visit at the hospital, tired of not being able to hug someone who 
needs it, or even just hug a friend. I am tired of being unsure of what 
comes next. 

I am also tired of not being able to worship in the sanctuary. I miss it. 
As I was sharing this with God the other night during our time together, I 
was overwhelmed with a passage – John 4:21, 23. “Woman,” Jesus replied, 
“believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on 
this mountain nor in Jerusalem… 23 Yet a time is coming and has now 
come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in 
truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.” 

It was like a wake up call. In that moment, I was reminded that 
worship isn’t about being in a building. It’s about spending time with God, 
giving God glory, listening for God’s Word and leading, a holy time. It was   

          (continued on next page) 
 

 



(continued from front page) 

also a reminder to me that Jesus did His best preaching on a mountain side, by the sea, 
in a boat, and other outdoor places. If there had been social media in that day, He 
probably would have used that too. 

Jesus talked to people by a gate, on the beach, next to a well and the myriad of 
other places He and the disciples went. Rarely was it in a formal building made for 
worship. So, for all the concern our churches have about in-person worship, I was 
reminded – it shouldn’t matter where we are and how we do it, as long as we are giving 
glory to God and serving the people.  

Jesus focused on the needs of the people. In doing so, they inconvenienced Him. 
But that didn’t stop Him. Jesus still called upon them. He prayed for them. He reached 
out to them. He provided for them. They worshiped any time the group gathered. Even 
when Jesus went on the mountain top with Peter, James, and John, He wouldn’t allow 
them to even build Him a shelter. It wasn’t needed. The point was what was happening, 
not where they were. 

Are we being too careful? Maybe. Do we worship better in a building? Maybe. 
Should we be exploring and practicing other ways to worship, fellowship, care, and 
reach out? Definitely. As we continue to “do church,” there is one more passage we 
should all consider. It has continued to be uppermost in my thoughts for many months. 
It has compelled me to change my attitude and my actions. My prayers brought me 
back to Paul’s words in Philippians 2 - “3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own 
interests but each of you to the interests of the others.” 

Look to the interests of others. It is a two edged sword. We like to think we do 
this, but how often are we really? Unfortunately, I must admit. I’m not as good at it as I 
should be. And if we are all honest with ourselves – none of us are.  

As Christians, we are meant to put the needs of others ahead of the needs of 
ourselves, to value one another more than ourselves. We are also called by Jesus to 
follow the second greatest commandment, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Paul 
continues this in Romans, reminding them of our Savior’s words. “Love does no harm 
to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.” Roman13:10 - NIV  

What does this mean for the days ahead? I’m not sure. None of us are – except 
for this: as we move forward, prayerfully making the decisions that lay before us; as 
we strive to find new ways to be the church; as we consider what we are missing in 
comparison to the needs of our sisters and brothers around us, I pray that we put their 
needs first and not our own. Be in prayerful consideration of what this means for us all.  
Let God guide your decisions – not our fears, not our frustrations, not our unadmitted 
selfishness, and definitely not what we “think” our faith should look like. Rather let us 
consider how God wants us to behave and act – at all times considering the concerns of 
the most needy and vulnerable among us. 

I have tried to do this too. I have been wearing a mask that drives me nuts. I have 
not been hugging people who could really use it. I have not visited in homes, when it’s 
what I want to do most. I have used disinfecting wipes and cleaners ‘til I’m sick of the                      
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smell of them. But I do it anyway. I worship God wherever I am. I offer up my prayers 
wherever I may be. My thoughts and prayers are focused on God – His ways, His will, 
His Word, and His guidance as we navigate through it all.   

May God guide all of us during this time and bring us to a like mindedness in 
Him first, serving others next, and worrying about our own discomfort and frustration 
last. Faith comes in most when we are in the most of uncertainty and circumstances. 
God will see us through. Remembering that in Christ, “My (God) grace is sufficient for 
you, My power is made perfect in weakness.” As Paul also said, “… for when I am 
weak, then am I strong.” (2 Corinthians 12) 

Grace and Peace. 
Pastor Jan 

 

 
```````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
 We want YOU to come and help lead worship. Being the liturgist for a 
morning service enhances your worship experience and brings variety to our 
congregation. The liturgist part is already written, so all you have to do is read 
what is provided. Please contact Vicky Gilmer at ....., Wendy Fields at ....., or 
contact the church office to sign up for an upcoming Sunday. You can also sign 
up as you arrive for the parking lot service. What a joy it is when more of us 
come and serve the Lord in worship and in leading! 
 
 Our Fall/Winter hours are starting so drive-up service will begin at 10:30 
am. You can tune your radio to 93.7 FM to hear the service while in your car.  
Facebook Live will begin at 10:30 am.  Prayer Requests can be shared as you 
enter the parking lot.  Requests will be given to the Pastor prior to the 
beginning of service and shared during the prayer time!  Prayer requests can 
also be sent to Pastor Jan via text to her phone, 316-253-3367. 
   
 In the case of INCLEMENT WEATHER , Pastor Jan, the COVID Task Force 
and Worship Committee will make the decision to switch the Sunday parking 
lot service and to an online service live-streamed from the sanctuary. Every 
effort will be made to get the word out to the congregation in a timely manner. 
  
 Fellowship ~  Please join us and encourage others to do the same!   
Day Time       Meeting                 Zoom Meeting ID     Password  
Wed 7:00 PM     Evening Fellowship 411-170-545             80543  
 
 
 There will be a Special Congregational Meeting on October 25   
for the purpose of electing church officers and to vote on proposed  
by-laws changes. Time and format of the meeting will be announced 
in the next couple of weeks! Be on the lookout for more information!  
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Prayer and Praise  
To place items on Prayer Chain: call Becky Selby, 587-2574 or send to  

MPCprayer@aol.com.  Please keep these folks in your prayers and 
add those that we may not be aware of! 

 
Prayer for Church Missions/Connections/Military    
  Heather – Please continue to pray for the teachers, students and schools    
 For Our Nation - for Healing as we face this pandemic, the election and unrest.   
Prayers for those affected by the fires here and across the nation and those 
who fight them.   
  Prayers for Church as we are socially distanced from each other and move 
through the phases of worshiping together. 
  Sunday School, Kids Hope, PB&J, Kairos, Food Pantry, Sudan Ministries & 
Arok  (orphanage), Parents Who Need Parents. 
  Missionary Families & Friends, George and Gail McBane—Pray for Pakistan  
 
Praise!!  
Donna Herman’s grandson and family are grateful that they only experienced 
minimal damage as the hurricane passed through their town. 
 
Pray for Surgery/Recovery/Illness/Accident/Family Needs:  
Prayers for Viola Frank for healing after skin cancer surgery. 
Prayers for Donna Herman’s son, James, and daughter-in-law, Denise, who 
have Covid.   James has no symptoms, but Denise is very sick. Praise that 
Donna’s test came back negative.  
Janice McLeland has now been moved to Bonnell for rehab after her 3rd hip 
surgery.  Prayers for her during this time. 
Prayers for Midge Stanley, wife of Dr. Stanley (former Johnstown residents)  
She is battling complications from her latest chemo and has been hospitalized.  
Continued prayers for Karen Kammerzell’s friend, Cynthia, who is battling 
reoccurring cancer. 
Prayers for Peggy Wakeman following cataract surgery. 
Prayers for Dixie Smith’s friend, Christine who is recovering from knee 
replacement surgery and whose husband, Gil, is in the final stages of cancer.  
Continued prayers for Jennifer Bailey as she continues chemo treatments   
Continued prayers for Jim Keller.   
Prayers for John Scarlet as he continues treatment. 
  
Pray for those Grieving: 
Prayers for LeeAnn Young and her family in the loss of 
her cousin.  She was raising her 3 granddaughters , 
 high school and younger 
.Continued prayers for Scott Smith and his family in the 
loss of Sandy.   



 
Happy Birthday 

To You!! 
May Jesus Walk  

With You 
The Whole Year  

Through!! 

October Birthdays  

Happy Birthday! 

1st Chase Slyter 

4th Todd Selby 

10th Rachael Selby 

12th Yadira Eastin 

15th Kathy Lees 

19th Jolene Mayfield 

21st Robert Schneider 

23rd Shari Schneider 

31st Ruby Brown 

31st Connie Dilka 



  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

4 
Parking lot Service 

10:30 am 
Communion 

5 
Food Pantry 12-2 

 

6 
 

7 
 Food Pantry 4-6 

 
Zoom Fellowship 

7 pm 

11  
Parking lot Service 

10:30 am 
 

12 
 

 

13 
Christian Ed 

6:30 pm 

14 
 

Zoom Fellowship 
7 pm 

18 
Parking lot Service 

10:30 am 

19 
Food Pantry 12-2 

 
Newsletter Items  

Due 

20       
Worship  

Committee 6:30 

21 
Food Pantry 4-6 

 
Zoom Fellowship 

7 pm 

 25 
Parking lot Service 

10:30 am 

 26 
 
 

27     
Session 
7-8 pm 

28 
Zoom Fellowship 

7 pm 

October 2020 
Sunday         Monday     Tuesday   Wednesday 

Notes: _________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 



1 
 

2 3 

8 
Trustees 
6:30 pm 

9 
Women’s  

Group  
11:30 am 

El MexKal 

10 
 

 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

22 
 

23 24 
 

 

29 30 31 
Happy 

Halloween! 

______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 

 Thursday                   Friday     Saturday  



 

World Communion Sunday 

  
The first Sunday in October is designated as World Communion 

Sunday, which celebrates our oneness in Christ with all our brothers 
and sisters around the world. The peace of Christ is part of what our 

faith offers to us. In God’s house, there are people of every 
background. In God’s house, there are people of every race, age, and 
gender. In God’s house, people who are different from each other in 
almost every way live together and seek ways to bring about Christ’s 

peace in every part of our lives. 
  

On World Communion Sunday, we celebrate that Christ’s peace 
extends throughout all creation. We celebrate that we are all together 
at the table, in God’s house. We celebrate that we are offered what we 

need to continue the work of building the household of God with 
active peacemakers here at home and around the world.   

 



  
 

The Women's Group will 
be holding their monthly 

meeting and fellowship on 
October 9th at 11:30 am 
at El MexKal in Milliken 
and invites you to join 

them if you are available.   

 

MPC Food Pantry 
 

Labor Day Week was a record-setting week.  MPC Food Pantry 
was able to serve a total of 78 families!  Served last week:  

Monday: 43 families (173 people)        
Wednesday: 26 families (110 people) 

Food Pantry is open on the first and third Monday of the month 
and the following Wednesday.  

  
As always, your donations are still 

welcome. Monetary donations can be 
mailed to the church, but food 

donations can be dropped off in the 
airlock entrance on the West side of the 
building on Mondays and Fridays from 
4:15-6:15 pm. Donations will sit in the 

airlock for 24 hours before being 
cleaned and stored for distribution. 



  

Start Shopping!!!!! 
 
 

It’s time for the Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child Project again!  
It’s a wonderful way to spread the message of the season….. Jesus Christ, Joy, and 

Giving to others! Due to COVID restrictions,we are providing the 
special Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes on Sunday October 4th 
and 11th along with your bulletin when entering parking lot church 
service (Hopefully the weather will still be cooperating!). If you cannot 

attend then call Katie (587-4233) or Doris  (587-2153) and we’ll get one (or more) to 
you! Watch the weekly update for how to return your box(es) by November 22nd.  
Boy/Girl labels will be included when you pick up your box(es). We will be taking 
them for shipment on the 22nd. Thank you !! 

Operation Christmas Child Items  * (Toothpaste and candy are still 

excluded because some countries will not allow the shoeboxes to be distributed) 
 

Toys - Small cars, dolls, stuffed animals, Kazoos, yo-yos, harmonicas, small Etch-a 
Sketch, balls, toys that light up and make noise (with extra batteries), school supplies 
(pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons or markers, stamps and ink pads, writing 
pads or paper.) Also, solar calculators, coloring or picture books, etc.  
 

Hygiene items- Toothbrush, NO TOOTHPASTE, mild soap, comb, washcloth, etc.. Try 
to find unscented or very light fragrance soap. There was a suggestion to put the 
soap in a baggie, wrap that in a washcloth and put everything in another baggie. 
Also a fork or spoon is a great idea. 

Other - NO CANDY, t-shirts, socks, ball caps, sunglasses, hair clips, toy jewelry, 
watches, flashlights (with extra batteries), Band-aids 

NO…..war related toys, food, lotion, medication or vitamins.  Also, no breakable 
glass items or aerosol cans. 

**For more accurate accounting purposes, please make ALL check 

donations for postage ($9.00) to MPC.  

The donations are greatly appreciated!** 



 
 
 
 
   
 
 

 
 

 
Office News - Sonshine News Items Are Due - October 19th - If you 
are chair or secretary for any activity in the church, please try to give us  
something for the newsletter!  Please send your information to Jan by the 

due date to janisdcarlson@gmail.com and please put “newsletter”  
in the memo line.  If you have questions, call Jan at  

970-352-6467 work or 970-396-4174 cell. 
 

  Office Hours – Pastor Jan - Mondays and Thursdays from 10 a.m. to        
4 p.m. - by appointment only, hours are subject to change without notice;  

Alexis, Church Admin. Assistant - afternoon hours and days may vary.  

 
 

Session 
 

Clerk ~Heather Farquhar 
Vicky Gilmer 2020 

Jo Keller 2020 
Bill Selby 2020 
Sara Hall, 2021 

Wendy Fields, 2021  
Peggy Wakeman, 2022 

  
 

 
 

Deacons 
 

Chair ~ Doris Fields, 2022 
Mary Pat Crites 2020 

Linda Daly 2020  
Kellyn Wortman 2021 

Jan Carlson 2021 
Donna Herman, 2022  
LeeAnn Young, 2022 

 
 

 
 

Trustees 
 

Chair ~ Todd Selby 2020 
John Scarlett 2020 
Chase Slyter, 2021  
Ron Uttecht, 2021  

       Max Morgan, 2022  
        Dave Fields, 2022  

Becky Hook, 2022  

 
 

FIRST UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
201 South Olive Avenue, Milliken, Colorado  80543 
Telephone ~ 970-587-2378 ~ call to leave a message 

Email ~ office@millikenpres.org 
Worship ~ Sundays ~ 10:30 am, No Sunday School  

Website ~  www.millikenpres.org   
Rev. Janet Brooks ~ Interim pastor 

pastor@millikenpres.org 
Alexis Kennedy ~ Administrative Assistant  
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http://www.millikenpres.org/

