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It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas! Except that it’s still the season of Advent. Somewhere 
along the way, Advent got lost. Instead we look to the secular world to define what this season 
should look like! Don’t misunderstand, I love the season. The music, the decorations, the special 
foods and gatherings. But when it comes to what I believe and how I live out my faith, none of that 
matters—not really. What does matter is how I approach the second most important day on the 
Christian calendar and how I allow it to help me grow in my faith. 

We’ve heard the story, over and over again in the church. We even hear the important passage 
in “A Charlie Brown Christmas.” Maybe this cartoon had more influence on me than I realized. I 
love Linus’ speech. Or maybe it just paved the way for the education I received over the years from 
a retired reference Librarian named Arlene.  

Arlene was a quirky, loveable, deeply faith-filled Christian lady, who taught Sunday School for 
years, directed church choir and a boy’s choir. She loved to read and rarely watched television. 
Arlene loved Advent so much she wanted to make sure that I learned why observing Advent is 
important to our faith. This following is just a beginning. 

Advent is a time of preparation. This shouldn’t be any big surprise to any of us. The practice of 
observing Advent began way back around 480 A.D. in Tours, France, to the best of our knowledge. 
It began as a less strict observance of fasting, penance, performing works of charity, and preparing 
the Christmas feast, as though it were a second Lent. At one point, it was as long as Lent - 40 days.   

By the 6th century, however, Roman Christians had tied Advent to the coming of Christ. But the 
“coming” they had in mind was not Christ’s first coming in the manger in Bethlehem, but his 
second coming in the clouds as the judge of the world. It was not until the Middle Ages that the 
Advent season was explicitly linked to Christ’s first coming at Christmas.  By the 9th Century, it had 
been reduced to the four weeks that we observe today and could be observed by simple 
abstinence and not a full-blown fast. The Orthodox church still observes this as a time of fasting. 

The Advent wreath first appeared in Germany in 1839. A Lutheran minister working at a 
mission for children created a wreath out of the wheel of a cart. He placed twenty small red 
candles and four large white candles inside the ring. The red candles were lit on weekdays and the 
four white candles were lit on Sundays. 

Eventually, the Advent wreath was created out of evergreens, symbolizing everlasting life in the 
midst of winter and death. The circle reminds us of God’s unending love and the eternal life He 
makes possible. Purple or blue Advent candles, representing the royalty of Christ, are often nestled 
in the evergreen wreath. Additional decorations, like holly and berries, are sometimes added. Their 
red color points ahead to Jesus’ sacrifice and death. Pinecones can symbolize the new life that 
Jesus brings through His resurrection.  

For Arlene, all of this and more spoke deeply to her faith and the faith we all share. Her love for 
the season instilled in me a renewed appreciation There is so much the season can offer us if we 
will embrace it and not simply embrace the cultural practice of commercialism and celebration 
only. Instead, I like what one great theologian has written, "The celebration of Advent is possible 
only to those who are troubled in soul, who know themselves to be poor and imperfect, and who 
look forward to something greater to come."  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Christmas Sermons 

   Happy Advent and Merry Christmas,   Pastor Jan 



Town Hall Meeting 
A second Town Hall meeting is scheduled for 

Tuesday, December 8 at 7pm via Zoom.  
In order to vote, you must be at least 18 and 

be an active member of the church. You must also 
attend the Zoom meeting, so that you are 
guaranteed the opportunity to ask any questions 
concerning the proposed By-Laws amendment.  

A ballot will be sent to everyone who attended 
the Zoom meeting. Ballots need to be returned to 
the church no later than December 20. 

 
Join the Zoom Meeting at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82617754574?

pwd=bklwOGFtUFVqaC94TDE2SFphV2kwdz09  
 

Meeting ID: 826 1775 4574 

Passcode: 444294  

 

Mission Study Survey Update 
The Mission Study Team has put together a 
thorough survey for the congregation. The 
information gathered by the survey will be used 
by the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) to 
write the Ministry Information Form for seeking 
a new pastor for Milliken Presbyterian Church.  

The survey link has been sent out by email and 
has been posted on the church Facebook page. 

Please complete the survey only once at: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/J5CGGFL 

The Mission Study Team includes Karen 
Kammerzell, Pete Keohane, Emily Slyter, Ron 
Uttecht. Let’s take the time to thank them for 
their hard work and dedication. 
  

Advent Bible Study 
Each Wednesday evening during the 
Zoom fellowship time, we are 
enjoying an Advent Bible Study. The 
topic—Because of Bethlehem. This is 
a Max Lucado study and each lesson 
is a stand alone. It’s not too late to 
join us.  
The study begins with a short video 

by the author, then we come together and 
discuss the lesson and the video. It’s a fun study 
and good for ages middle school and up. 

Join us this week:  Zoom ID: 411-170-545 

Password: 80543  Fellowship Zoom link 

Session Highlights 
 Membership rolls have been reviewed and are 

being updated. 

 Mission Study Team has sent out the survey 
and is waiting for the results to come in. 

 Accepted the resignation of Alexis as church 
Administrative Assistant. Personnel was then 
authorized to advertise for new Church 
Secretary. 

 Annual reports are due to the church office 
by January 10. Digital report packets will be 
made available on the church website. 

 Annual Congregational Meeting will be held via 
Zoom on January 24 about 15-20 minutes 
following the conclusion of worship. 

 Church management software is being 
explored, to better help the church office. 

 Elders reported on their concern circles. 

 Christmas gifts were approved! 

 

Trustee Highlights 
 Put fence around heating unit at church 

 Hired Allen's Plumbing regarding manse work  

 Mower work needs done, starting issues 

 Smoke detector batteries replaced  

 Update on getting facade replaced on 
driveway overhang 

  

MPC Food Pantry 
Served in November  

141 Families (530 People) 
Thanksgiving Boxes - 77 Families 

(312 People) 
 

 Food Pantry will be open on the following days: 

Monday, December 7th from  12-2 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 9th from  4-6 p.m. 

  

Your donations are welcome. Send monetary 
donations to the church office. Food donations can 
be dropped off in the airlock entrance on the west 
side of the building on Mondays between 4:15-6:15 
pm. Donations will sit in the airlock for 24 hours 
before being cleaned and stored for distribution.   

Here’s the Latest! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82617754574?pwd=bklwOGFtUFVqaC94TDE2SFphV2kwdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82617754574?pwd=bklwOGFtUFVqaC94TDE2SFphV2kwdz09
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/J5CGGFL
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/411170545?pwd=YU1SQ1VHbTc3U1R4K2NGZFBFdzdYQT09


 

 

Prayers for Church Missions and Ministries 
Prayers for Church as we are socially distanced from each other, may we 
find new ways to safely be together to worship and fellowship. 
 
Praises! 
For all those whose Covid tests came back negative! For those whose 
procedures and surgeries went well! 
 
Prayers for Health, Healing, and those Grieving 
Shari – Rachel –Cancer, pray for strength and healing. 
John S – Prostate cancer, for successful treatments and healing. 
Sara – Leslie Arnold –Breast Cancer, pray for continued recovery. 
Jennifer B – Prayers as she continues chemo treatments 
Kelly M - Travis, Coworker –Stage 3 cancer, pray for healing. 
Lois – niece Susan Phillips has blood disease 
Midge Stanley, wife of Dr. Stanley – Prayers for healing from chemo. 
Karen – Cynthia, Friend –Reoccurring cancer, pray for strength. 
Dixie – Gil, Christine’s husband. Final stages of cancer. Pray for comfort. 
Nancy Melichar - healing after fall. 
Russ – friends Terry and Roger in Montana with Covid 
Pastor Jan – friend Olivia, diagnosed with Wernicke encephalopathy, 
strep, and sinus infection; she nearly died. Is still being treated at home, 
recovery is very slow.  And Dennis Burk and his family at the loss of his 
wife, Linda, of nearly 40 years. 
Doris – nephew Walt died from Covid. Prayers for Fields and Hardesty 
families. 
Deb Shable, prayers for Duane and family at this time of loss. 
Mary Hazen family at this time of loss. 
 
Prayers for Our Community 
Prayer for all those serving as first responders, health care, and other at 
risk positions! And for the overcrowded hospitals, their staff and 
patients. 
For our schools, teachers, staff, students, administrators, and Board 
members! For businessowners and their employees as they face 
unemployment and struggling or loss businesses! 
 
Prayers for Officials, Military, and Other Needs 
Prayers for those affected by the fires here and across the nation and 
those who fight them. 
For our government leaders at all levels, striving to lead during a time of 
unrest, frustration, and changes. May they be given wisdom and insight. 
 
To place requests on the Prayer Chain or church prayer list, call or text 
Becky Selby at (970) 587-2574 or send an email to MPCprayer@aol.com  

Pete Keohane 7,, 

Gabriel Keohane 7,,  

Laura Wild 10 

Jennifer Bailey 18 

Ken Williams 18 

Rob Chase 19 

Kristin Eidson 21 

Kaylee Anderson 25 

Kellyn Wortman 25 

Doris Fields 27 

Kira Anderson 29 

Gabriel Farquhar 29 

Wesley Mayfield 29 

Kathy Printz 29 

Emma Wild 30 

Kylie Smith 31 

 

Happy Birthday to You!! 
May Jesus Walk  

With You The Whole Year 
Through!! 

  



 The Women's Group 
 will have their next get-together 

and fellowship at  
El Mex-Kal in Milliken. 

 
December 11 

 11:30 am  
 

You are invited to join them for 
food and fellowship.   

 

THANK YOU!!! 
 

 This church is amazing! With 
everything going on in our work, 
church and family lives right now, we 
still managed to contribute 21 
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes! 
They were dropped off at Calvary 
Chapel in Greeley on 
the Sunday before 
Thanksgiving. Also, 
all of your donations 
for postage were very 
appreciated.  
 

 Thanks again! 
Mission Committee 

Session 
  

Clerk ~Heather Farquhar 
Vicky Gilmer 2020 

Jo Keller 2020 
Bill Selby 2020 
Sara Hall, 2021 

Wendy Fields, 2021  
Peggy Wakeman, 2022 

Deacons 
  

Chair ~ Doris Fields, 2022 
Mary Pat Crites 2020 

Linda Daly 2020  
Jan Carlson 2021 

Donna Herman, 2022  
LeeAnn Young, 2022 

  

Trustees 
  

Chair ~ Todd Selby 2020 
John Scarlett 2020 
Chase Slyter, 2021  
Ron Uttecht, 2021  

       Max Morgan, 2022  
        Dave Fields, 2022  

Becky Hook, 2022  

Church Officers 

Christmas Joy Offering 
Christmas is a special time of year when we take time 

to focus on Jesus Christ and giving to others. A wonderful 
opportunity is the Christmas Joy offering. This offering 
was started over 90 years ago and has evolved into all 
donations being split between two very worthy causes.  

Half of the money raised goes to the Board of Pensions 
to assist those servants of the church living on 
inadequate pensions or needing nursing home care. This 
is pastors, Christian Educators, denominational staff, etc. 

The other half goes to Presbyterian racial ethnic 
schools and colleges. Recipients include the Menaul 
School in Albuquerque, NM (98% go on to college!), 
Presbyterian Pan American School in Kingsville, Texas, 

and Stillman College in Tuscaloosa, AL. Take a moment to 
look online at these three schools and their wonderful 
Christian environment students are thriving. 

Please consider donating to these worthy 
Presbyterian educational efforts any time during the 
month of December.   Mission Committee 

https://www.menaulschool.org/
https://www.menaulschool.org/
https://www.ppas.org/
https://stillman.edu/
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Forwarding and/or Return Service Requested 

FIRST UNITED  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

201 South Olive Avenue 
Milliken, Colorado  80543 

  
Telephone ~ 970-587-2378 

Website ~  www.millikenpres.org  
Email ~ office@millikenpres.org 

  
Worship ~ Sundays ~ 10:30 a.m.  
No Sunday School at this time 

  
 Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 1:30—5:30 p.m. 
 

Rev. Brooks’ Office Hours 
Monday and Thursday 

10 a.m.—4 p.m. 
Subject to change without notice! 

  

Sonshine News 
Is a publication of the First United Presbyterian 

Church of Milliken, Colorado. 
 

 Deadline 
Information to be included in the 

newsletter is due on the 3rd Friday 
of each month.  

 
Contact Us 

Please send your information to the 
church office at 

office@millikenpres.org  
 

Please put “newsletter”  
in the subject line of the email.   

 
 
 
 
 

If you have questions or updates, 
call the church office at: 

970-587-2378 

mailto:office@millikenpres.org
mailto:office@millikenpres.org
mailto:office@millikenpres.org
mailto:office@millikenpres.org

