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The Gathering of God’s People 
 

Prelude 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

We are delighted you’ve joined us. May God’s Word strengthen 

your faith, inspire learning, and motivate your service to others. 

 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer based on Psalm 62 

Truly our soul finds rest in God; our salvation comes from Him.  

Truly the Lord is our rock and our salvation, our fortress, we 

will never be shaken. 

Our salvation and honor depend on God; the Lord is a mighty 

rock and our refuge. 

We long to trust in Him at all times, let us all pour out our 

hearts to God, for the Lord is our refuge in all times! 

Let us come before the Lord our God and worship the Holy One! 

O Holy God of unfailing love, Your might power surrounds us 

and gives us strength for each day. We long to trust in You 

for everything. Come, O Lord, and hear our prayers, receive 

our praise, and open our hearts to Your Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Hymn Jesus is All the World to Me 

Jesus is all the world to me, My life, my joy, my all; He is my 

strength from day to day, Without Him I would fall: When I am 

sad, to Him I go, No other one can cheer me so; When I am sad, 

He makes me glad, He's my friend. 

 

Jesus is all the world to me, And true to Him I'll be; Oh, how could 

I this friend deny, When He's so true to me? Following Him I know 

I'm right, He watches o'er me day and night; Following Him by 

day and night, He's my friend. 

 

Call to Confession 

Who among us is perfect? Who among us is not in need of 

forgiveness? Paul tells us that all have sinned and fallen short of 

God’s glory and perfection. Therefore let us come in unison 

confession, that we might receive the mercy and grace of God. 

 



Prayer of Confession 

Merciful God, of what do we boast? Paul boasts of his 

weaknesses so that the power of Christ may dwell in him. 

Forgive us when we use our power selfishly, ignoring the 

true needs of others. Remind us of the Christ-given power 

that frees us to be vulnerable. Forgive us when we would 

rather rely on our own strength and power than the true 

strength and power of Jesus. He says, “My power is made 

perfect in weakness.” Permeate our lives with Your grace, 

Lord, and fill us with the knowledge that it is when we allow 

ourselves to be empowered by You, that we are truly strong. 

 A time of silent prayer… In Christ’s name we pray. Amen! 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear again the good news: Jesus’ grace is sufficient for us all to be 

forgiven in His name. Receive that grace and rejoice in His 

promises, in Christ we are strengthened, forgiven, and made new. 

Thanks be to God! In Christ we all find forgiveness. 

 

 

The Hearing of God’s Word 
 

First Scripture Lesson Exodus 15: 1-2, 6, 11-13, 17-18 

“The Lord is my strength and my defense; He has become my 

salvation. He is my God, and I will praise Him, my father’s God, 

and I will exalt Him.  

Your right hand, Lord, was majestic in power. Your right hand, 

Lord, shattered the enemy. “In the greatness of your majesty You 

threw down those who opposed you… 

“Who among the gods is like You, Lord? Who is like You— 

majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders? “You 

stretch out Your right hand, and the earth swallows Your 

enemies. In Your unfailing love You will lead the people You have 

redeemed. In Your strength You will guide them to Your holy 

dwelling. 

“You will bring them in and plant them on the mountain of Your 

inheritance—the place, Lord, You made for Your dwelling, the 

sanctuary, Lord, Your hands established. The Lord reigns for 

ever and ever.” 

Second Scripture Lesson 2 Corinthians 12: 5-10 

I will not boast about myself, except about my weaknesses. 

Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I 

would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think 

more of me than is warranted by what I do or say, or because of 

these surpassingly great revelations.  

Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I 

was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment 

me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 

made perfect in weakness.”  

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my 

weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, 

for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, 

in persecutions, in difficulties. When I am weak, then I am strong. 

 

The Message Strength in Weakness Rev. Jan Brooks 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

Hymn  A Mighty Fortress 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; our helper 

he, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. For still our ancient foe 

does seek to work us woe; his craft and power are great, and 

armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal. 

 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, 

were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God's own 

choosing. You ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He; Lord 

Sabaoth His name, from age to age the same; and He must win 

the battle. 

 

Prayers of the People, including the Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Sending of God’s People 
Charge and Benediction 

 Let us go into the world serving others with the love of Christ! 

 

Postlude 


