
 

January 19, 2021 
 

A Few Thoughts… 
 Ecclesiastes 3:1, 7b – “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under 

the heavens:…  a time to be silent and a time to speak.” 

“Qui Tacet Consentit” 

I have long talked about the phrase, “silence is consent” especially when it comes to 

controversial discussions that come up in meetings. And it is true. When we remain silent, it is 

perceived as either not caring about what was said or decided, or it is seen and agreeing with it.  

But during a recent episode of a favorite TV show, I realized it goes much deeper than that. 

The episode was dealing with racism and how an unfortunate incident was escalated because of a 

racial attitude. When it came time to deal with the individual, it was brushed aside with the phrase, 

“That’s just the way he is.” As the young man confronted his superior about the unwillingness to deal 

with the individual and what had happened, and perpetuating the attitude, he responded to their 

attitude by saying, “Silence is complicity.” 

I don’t know what was said after that, the sentence kept ringing through my mind. And it 

wouldn’t go away. It still hasn’t. But it begged me to ask the question of myself, “How many times 

have I been silent when I should have spoken up?” 

 The maxim is "Qui tacet consentit," meaning "silence gives consent” (Plato). Thomas More in 

his book, “A Man for All Seasons” puts it this way, “If therefore you wish to construe what my 

silence betokened, you must construe that I consented.” Sobering words.  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. knew how true these words are and how strong the ripple effect 

that our silence can have can be. His life was dedicated to helping the dismissed and diminished find 

their voice, to stand up against the inequities, injustices, and apathies of the vocal majority. His 

quote on this matter was somewhat different, but is no less true, “You are not only responsible for 

what you say, but also for what you do not say.” 

When I think of his words, I think of that day when I will stand before the throne of God. 

God will hold me responsible for everything – said and unsaid, done and undone. It is in that moment, 

I realize that God will not only judge me by the things I said and did, but God will also judge me for 

what I didn’t do and didn’t say.  “Why didn’t you speak up when…?” 

Silence is consent and complicity. When we do not speak up; when we do not value our own 

ideas and opinions enough to vocalize them; when we allow others to silence our voices, opinions, and 

experiences, then we give them the idea we agree with them. Unfortunately, all too often we say 

nothing simply because it is easier. “If I stay silent, then I don’t create controversy. (continued…) 



Church Secretary 

We are excited to announce and introduce our new church 

secretary!  A big welcome to Pat Woods.  Pat comes to us 

from Greeley and is excited to join our ministry team!  

She will be learning the ropes and processes, so let’s make her 

feel welcome and give her time to learn the job position.  

As always, if you need anything from the office, email the 

office at office@millikenpres.org or contact Pastor Jan at 

316.253.3367 or pastor@millikenpres.org.  

 

Communication Team 
The team is meeting monthly to coordinate and oversee communications for the congregation. 

This includes, but is not limited to: office equipment, internet provider, phone service, sanctuary 

technology. They are looking forward to working together with the Trustees, Worship Team, 

Christian Education, and other committees/groups within the church to improve and maintain our 

communications and technology needs. 

 

Weekly Update newsletter 
Our Weekly Update and Sonshine News has a new look. We have combined the two along with the 

bulletin in hopes that we can provide more information to you all more quickly. The Weekly 

Sonshine News will be available on the website or a paper version can be sent to you by request 

to the church office! We hope you like the new look! 

 

Mission Study Team - update 
The team continues to meet and is working on 

evaluating the information provided by the survey, 

community information, and other pertinent sources. 

The narrative of the study is coming together, and 

they are looking forward to being able to present the 

study to the congregation sometime in the near 

future. Be in prayer for them as they continue to 

discern the information that will be used in the final 

written Mission Study. 

 

Upper Room Devotional 
The latest edition of the Upper Room is now 

available. We still have lots of copies available!  

Contact the church office to get your copy!  

Past editions are also available upon request! 
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A few thoughts… continued from page 1 
When we don’t voice our opinion or differing point of view, then we believe it will protect 

us from ridicule, or being demeaned. In the end, we should never allow the perceived power of 

another stop us from speaking up or speaking out. Our opinion matters. Our ideas matter. Our 

faith matters. Each of us. Equally. Whether we agree with each other or not. Our strength as a 

nation, our strength as a community, and our strength as a church can only happen when everyone 

is valued, their opinions and experiences are validated, and open, honest discussion is encouraged 

and expected. Now is the time to speak and to stand for the work we do in the church and 

beyond.  Pastor Jan 

 

Church Website 

The church website continues to be updated! We are trying some different formats and adding 

more information! On the home page, you can find the Sunday worship bulletin, the new Weekly 

Update, Children’s Worship bulletin on the website, link to the live worship service – and more! 

Check it out here at www.millikenpres.org 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting  

Here is the information for the congregational meeting. 

Annual Congregational Meeting Booklet is on the website. 

Milliken Pres is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Time: Jan 24, 2021   11:30 AM  Mountain Time (US and Canada) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5862377213?pwd=dUFRNG42QXI2dnFPYlJJcnE5bHVndz09 

Meeting ID: 586 237 7213  Passcode: 80543 

 

Sunday Worship Service 

Join us on Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m. for our live-streamed worship service from the 

sanctuary via Facebook Live and now also through YouTube. You can see past services, as well.  Be 

sure to “follow” us on Facebook and “subscribe” to us on YouTube. 

 

Pastoral Care and Needs 

Do you have Pastoral concerns or needs in general? Please reach out to Pastor Jan, your Deacon, 

or Elder.   James 5: 13-15a, 16b 
 

Weekly Fellowship 

Our Zoom fellowship continues to be a wonderful opportunity to come together and enjoy 

conversation and laughter with one another. Come join us and encourage others to do the same! 
 

Day Time Meeting Description Meeting ID Password Link 

Wednesday 7:00 p.m. Fellowship 411-170-545 80543 Fellowship Zoom link 

http://millikenpres.org/
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Prayers for Church Missions and Ministries 
Prayers for our congregation. As we look to the future of this congregation, may we find new ways to 

encourage one another and share the gospel message. Let us show one another love, compassion, and a Christ-

like attitude toward those whose views of this time differ from our own. 

  

Praises! 
For all those whose Covid tests came back negative!  

For those whose procedures and surgeries have gone well!  

For those healed from their illnesses! 

Katie E – grandson Sebastian broken arm, healing from surgery. No nerve damage! 

 

Prayers for Health, Healing, and those Grieving 
Jo K – for her sister-in-law and family. Also, for Jim and his ongoing health 

concerns. 

Sarai K. – broke her elbow, prayers for healing. 

Becky H - Friend’s father Ron L – prayers for healing: in ICU with Covid-19, 

respiratory distress, weak heart, may need to intubate. 

Viola F – prayers for her family at the death of Sammy. 

Becky S. – neighbor Susanne, returning to work after surgery and major chemo. 

Continued healing and strength. 

Pastor Jan – family of Bill Peterson (KS), who died of pneumonia last Thursday. 

 Family of Dan M. (KS), his father in UKMC-KC, mass in bowels. 

Barb S. – Brother-in-law (husband’s twin) diagnosed with leukemia, less than a year 

to live. His wife has Alzheimer’s. Ongoing prayers. 

  Donna H – granddaughter Maci has Covid.  

 

Prayers for Our Community 
Prayer for all those serving as first responders, health care, and other at-risk positions! And for the 

overcrowded hospitals, their staff and patients.  

For our schools, teachers, staff, students, administrators, and Board members! For business owners and their 

employees as they face unemployment and struggling or loss of businesses! 

 

Prayers for Officials, Military, and Other Needs 
Prayer for peaceful transition of leadership. And for our nation during this time of unrest and mistrust. May 

justice, peace, reconciliation, compassion, and fairness be the goal of all our national and state leaders. 

For our government leaders at all levels, striving to lead during a time of unrest, frustration, and changes. 

May they be given wisdom and insight. 

  
To place requests on the Prayer Chain or church prayer list call or text Becky Selby at (970) 405-2506 or 

send an email to MPCprayer@aol.com or pastor@millikenpres.org 

Need some pastoral care or someone to talk to? Call your Pastor Jan, or your Elder or Deacon! 

https://d.docs.live.net/1e51b8b4114917ca/MPCprayer@aol.com
https://d.docs.live.net/1e51b8b4114917ca/pastor@millikenpres.org


 

 

January 24 10:30 p.m.  Worship Service 

 Online on Facebook and YouTube 

 Bulletin is on the website! 

 Annual Congregational Meeting via Zoom 

January 25 4:15–6:15 p.m. Donations Drop-off 

    West door airlock 

January 31 10:30 p.m.  Worship Service 

 Online on Facebook and YouTube 

 Bulletin is on the website! 

February 1 12-2 p.m. Food Pantry Distribution 

 4:15–6:15 p.m. Donations Drop-off 

    West door airlock 

February 2 6:30 p.m. Session Meeting 

February 3 3:30 p.m. Food Pantry Distribution 

February 4 6:30 p.m. Trustees Meeting 

February 5-13 Pastor Jan on vacation! 

February 7 10:30 p.m.  Worship Service 

 Online on Facebook and YouTube 

 Bulletin is on the website! 

February 10 6:00 p.m. Christian Ed Committee 

February 12 11:30 a.m. Women’s Luncheon 

February 14 10:30 p.m.  Worship Service 

 Online on Facebook and YouTube 

 Bulletin is on the website! 

February 15 12 – 2 p.m. Food Pantry Distribution 

 4:15–6:15 p.m. Donations Drop-off 

    West door airlock 

February 16 6:30 p.m. Worship Committee 

February 17  ASH WEDNESDAY 

 3:30 p.m. Food Pantry Distribution 

February 21 10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

    First Sunday in Lent 

 Linda Keohane 24 

 Jan Carlson 27 

Camden Bernal 27  

Milliken Community 
Food Pantry Needs 

 

Canned Goods 
Soups – all varieties 

Tomatoes – diced, whole, sauce, etc. 
Meats – tuna, Spam, canned pasta 

Beans – especially pinto, refried 
Vegetables – all kinds 

Fruit – mandarin oranges, mixed fruit 
 

Shelf Stable and Other Items 

Cereal Dry Pasta 
Lard     Peanut Butter Jelly/Jam 

Macaroni and Cheese 
Hamburger Helper Type Meals 

 
The food pantry is always in need of food 
items for distribution to families in need! 
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Milliken Presbyterian Church 
 
 

Our Ministry Teams 
Pastor – Rev. Jan Brooks 

Clerk of Session – Heather Farquhar 
Treasurer – Kristin Eidson 

Chair of Trustees – Todd Selby 
Church Secretary – Patricia Woods 

Music Director and Pianist – Becky Selby 
Organist – Janice Williams 

 
 

Session 
Vicky Gilmer – 2020 

Jo Keller – 2020 
Bill Selby – 2020 
Sara Hall – 2021 

Wendy Fields – 2021 
Peggy Wakeman – 2022 

Clerk, Heather Farquhar – 2022 

 
Deacons 

Mary Pat Crites – 2020 
Linda Daly – 2020 

Jan Carlson – 2021  
vacancy – 2021 

Chair, Doris Fields – 2021 
Donna Herman – 2022 
LeeAnn Young – 2022 

 
Trustees 

Chair, Todd Selby – 2020 
John Scarlett – 2020 
Chase Slyter – 2021 
Ron Uttecht – 2021 
Max Morgan – 2022 
Dave Fields – 2022 
Becky Hook – 2022

Christian Education 
Kathi Ramirez – Chairperson 

Wendy Fields 
Heather Farquhar 
Kellyn Wortman 
Matt Wortman 

 
 

Communication Team 
Larry Wakeman – Chairperson 

Heather Farquhar 
Sara Hall 

Jan Carlson 
Pat Woods – ex officio 

 
 

Fellowship & Outreach 
Peggy Wakeman - Chairperson 

Vacancy 
Vacancy 

 
 

Finance 
Bill Selby – Chairperson 

Vacancy 
vacancy 

 

Mission 
Katie Ehrlich – Chairperson 

Jo Keller  
Doris Fields 

 
 

 Personnel 
Sara Hall – Chairperson 

Vacancy 
Vacancy 

 

 

Worship 
Jan Carlson – Chairperson 

Vicky Gilmer 
Becky Selby 

 
 
 
 

Nominating 
Jo Keller – Chairperson 

Todd Selby – Trustee Rep. 
Linda Daly - Deacon Rep. 
Kathi Ramirez – At-Large 

Linda Daly – At-Large 
 
 

 

 

Contact Information 
201 S. Olive Ave. 

Milliken, Colorado 80543 
(970) 587-2378 

office@millikenpres.org 
www.millikenpres.org 

Look for us on Facebook! 

 

Rev. Jan Brooks, Interim Pastor 
(316) 253-3367 

pastor@millkenpres.org 
office hours by appointment 
Subscribe to us on YouTube! 

https://d.docs.live.net/1e51b8b4114917ca/Desktop/Office/Weekly%20Newsletters/office@millikenpres.org
http://www.millikenpres.org/
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54 
First United  

Presbyterian Church 
201 S. Olive Ave. 

Milliken, CO 80543 

 

Telephone – 970-587-2378 

 

Website – www.millikenpres.org 

Office email – office@millkenpres.org 

 

Sunday Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

Join us live on Facebook or YouTube 

 

Office Hours 

Monday – Thursday  1:30 – 5:30 p.m. 

 

Pastor’s Hours 

Monday and Thursday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Or by appointment! 

pastor@millikenpres.org 

 

Milliken Presbyterian Church 

201 S. Olive Ave. 

Milliken, CO 80543 

  
Forwarding and/or Return Service Requested 

Sonshine Weekly Newsletter 

is a publication of the First United  

Presbyterian Church of Milliken, Colorado. 

 

Deadline 
Information to be included in the next week’s 

update should be in the church office 

 no later than 5:30 p.m. on the prior Thursday. 

 

Submissions 
Send your church related event, news, meeting 

highlights, announcements, or prayer requests or 

more to the church office at: 

office@millikenpres.org 

Put “Sonshine News” in the subject line. 

Paper submissions can be mailed to the church 

address or placed in the drop box 

 by the front door of the church building. 

All submissions are subject to edit and approval. 

 
The Sonshine Weekly Newsletter is primarily available 

online through the website. Paper versions available on 

request through the church office. 
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