
A Few Thoughts…    The Constitutional Questions Continued... 
Question 2 - Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy 

Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God's Word 
to you? 

The authority of Scripture has long been debated amongst those who profess to be Christians. It 
is appropriate that this is the second question. It is important to remember that Scripture is 
subordinate to Christ and His authority, given that Jesus is the living Word of God. Anything that is 
written by people, even when inspired by the Holy Spirit, is always going to take second place to our 
living, loving, eternal God. 

Paul, in his second letter to Timothy spoke about the authority of Scripture. “All Scripture is God
-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that the 
servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 2 Timothy 3: 16-17. 

God’s word has been a testament to Christ since the foundations of the world. Images of Christ 
and His work in creating the world start in the very beginning of the Bible. Only those who choose to 
keep their eyes and hearts closed to the Scriptures don’t see that Christ was the Word spoken at 
the foundations of our universe.  

Therefore, in order for us to be faithful to the Lord, we must examine and live our lives in the 
light and understanding of God’s Holy Word. Scripture not only sets the standard by which we are to 
live, but it also tests our actions to determine if our witness and lives are  
faithful, our love expansive enough, and our congregational life inclusive enough of those around us. 

The WHOLE Bible is authoritative in the life of the Church, not just the passages we like or the 
passage with which we agree. Both Testaments are equally important to us, especially in 
understanding the authority of Christ and His message of salvation. Without an understanding from 
both the old covenant (Old Testament) and the new covenant 
(New Testament), we cannot fully understand or appreciate 
the message of Christ and His mission in the world. 

That is why we believe that the whole Bible functions 
authoritatively in the life of the church. If we serve God, 
leading the people of God, based solely on the basis of what 
we think is best or most practical, we make ourselves the final 
authority. This would contradict what Jesus tells us in 
Matthew 28:18, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.” Only God has ultimate authority, which manifests 
itself in Jesus Christ. 

The Old and New Testaments are substantial witnesses to 
Jesus Christ.  And they are unique in their position. No other 
written materials in the history of humanity has pointed 
better and testified…  (continued on page 2… The Bible.)… 
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(The Bible—continued from page 1)     … more authoritatively to 
Christ than our Holy Scriptures. Written over centuries by 
different men of different places, all Scripture points to the 
one and only God of all. That makes the Bible both unique in its 
witness and authoritative in it’s message. 
That is why without dedicated obedience to God’s higher 
authority, revealed to us in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament, we are more likely to forget who has the true 
authority in the Church. Scripture reminds us that we are 
subject to God, accountable to Christ, through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 
By returning regularly, studying fervently, and obeying God 
faithfully, in the study of Scripture (Psalm 1:2, Joshua 1:8, 
Proverbs 2:1-5, Proverbs 3:1-2, John 5:39, Hebrews 4:12, 1 
Peter 3:5), we demonstrate that we are all responsible to be 

faithful students of the Bible. No special training is needed to learn from the Bible in your own study 
time. That is why the Ruling Elders of the church are tasked with “… cultivating their ability to teach 
the Bible and may be authorized to supply places which are without the regular ministry of the Word 
and Sacrament.” (B.O. - G-2.03) Thus we also fulfill our calling as the priesthood of all believers. 

We can do this because the authority of the Bible is the “Holy Spirit.” As we read the Bible 
prayerfully, patiently, and corporately, we learn to trust that the Holy Spirit will open our minds to 
understand the Word presented. We also learn more about how to follow God’s will. Our willingness to 
be led by the Holy Spirit in all things allows for ongoing inspiration that helps God’s Word continue to 
live in us today. 

This is how it makes Scripture “God’s Word to you.” Scripture nourishes and sustains us at times 
when nothing else around us can. When we submit to its authority, read it faithfully, study with 
others, and prayerfully consider all that we learn from its pages, we find that our lives and faith are 
enriched beyond our human understanding, helping to draw closer to putting on the mind of Christ.  

 

Pastor Jan 

Your Trustees have been busy with building and 
manse repairs and regular maintenance items.  

There have been some expensive repairs lately,  
including an expensive plumbing repair at the 
manse, with an additional repair to be made in the 
future. Repairs to the Sanctuary heating unit, front 
doors, lawn mower, and other non-routine 
expenses have put a strain on the building fund. 
So, we are asking for you to renew your 
commitment to supporting our buildings and 
keeping them in good working order. 

You can send your contributions to the church by 
mail or drop it off in the dropbox by the front door 
of the church. Be sure to put “Building Fund” on 
the memo line of your check! Thanks for your help! 

 

 

 

 

 

There are many ways you can continue to support 
your congregation during this time! 

 

Keep your tithes and offerings coming in! 

Mail, dropbox, or online are all ways to contribute. 

 

Volunteer! 

We need people to help on committees and with 
other projects and missions of the church. 

 

We are all stronger when we work together! 

Supporting Your Church! 



 

Financial Summary  
For the week of February 21, 2021 

 

General Fund - Income 

 Weekly - $2,145.00 Monthly - $4,717.00 YTD - 13,885.88 

 Month-to-Date Disbursements - $7,429.87 YTD -  $17,856.49 

  

Building Fund - Income 

 Weekly -  $.00 Monthly -  $135.00 YTD -  $370.00  

 Month-to-Date Disbursements -  $6,251.00 YTD -  $6,251.00 

All Officer Training Event! 
On Saturday, February 27, most of the church 

officers met for an all officer training session in the 
church sanctuary. We were all socially distanced 
and wore masks during the meeting.  

Leading the training time were the Rev. Denise 
Pass, Executive Presbyter P&P, and the Rev. Jan 
Brooks, Interim Pastor.  

The meeting opened with Rev. Brooks leading a 
discussion on leadership in the congregation. 
Discussed was how we are called first to be in 
ministry to the members of the church and then our 
responsibility for the business of the church.  

Each officer was given a notebook - in trust - to 
be used while they are in office; to be passed on to 
the next person who follows them on the board. 
Each notebook contains Book of Order references 
to their office, additional training materials, board job 
descriptions and responsibilities, and policies and 
procedures appropriate to their office. Each officer 
is encouraged to bring their notebook with them to 
each meeting and keep them up to date. 

Rev. Pass shared a history of ministry in the 
western states, an explanation of the parts of the 

Book of Order, a description of the Book of 
Confessions, and healthy church and board 
practices. 

After a short break, 
Rev. Brooks continued 
the training session 
discussing healthy 
discussion practices, 
including active 
listening. The group 
participated in a short, 
fun exercise illustrating 
active listening, the 
group shared a devotion 
and closed with prayer. 

Future all-board/
officer events are in the 
planning, with the hope 
of continuing to work on 
shared ministry and 
responsibilities and 
leadership development. 

Pictures: At the top - Church leaders gathered in the sanctuary. 

On the right - Rev. Pass shares sections of the Book of Order. 



 

Your contributions are welcome! 
 

Mail your monetary donations to the church 
office, mark your check “Food Pantry” on 

the memo line.  
 

Food donations can be dropped off in the 
west back door airlock every Monday 

from 4:15 to 6:15 p.m. 

Highway Clean-Up 
Spring is approaching and it will soon be time to 

start cleaning up our section of the highway! We are 
hoping to begin on April 25, following worship.  

Before we can begin, we need to know who is 
willing to come and help! We need many people to 
come help gather what has been left on the side of 
the road.  

Please contact the church office and let us know 
that you’re ready to go and get some exercise and 
have some fellowship, all while we are helping to 
clean up a small part of God’s world. 
 
 

Weekly Fellowship 
Get together on Zoom! Catch up with your church 
friends and share the conversation and latest news! 
Each Wednesday evening beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

Meeting I.D. — 411-170-545  
Password — 80543 

Fellowship Zoom Link 
  
  

Sunday Worship Service 

Join us on Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m. for our 
live-streamed worship service from the sanctuary 
via Facebook Live and now also through You Tube. 
You can see past services online as well.   
Be sure to invite your friends to “follow” us on 
Facebook and “subscribe” to us on YouTube. 
  
  

God's hands 
Our life is like the dial of a 
clock. The hands are God’s 
hands, passing over and over 
again — the short hand of 
discipline and the long hand 
of mercy. Slowly and surely, 
the hand of discipline must 
pass, and God speaks at each 
strike. But over and over passes the hand of mercy, 
showering down sixty-fold of blessing for each stroke 
of discipline or trial. And both hands are fastened to 
one secure point: the great, unchanging heart of a 
God of love. —Virginia Brandt Berg 

mailto:office@millikenpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/411170545?pwd=YU1SQ1VHbTc3U1R4K2NGZFBFdzdYQT09#success
https://www.facebook.com/millikenpresbyterian
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9vDxGLyZgcWr1ldp0rOyiA


 

March 2 6:00 p.m. Session Meeting 

March 3 3:30 - 5:30 p.m. Food Pantry Distribution 

March 4 4:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting 

 6:30 p.m. Trustees Meeting 

March 6 9:00 a.m. Easy Worship Team 

March 7 10:30 a.m.  Worship Service 

 Live online with Facebook & YouTube 

 Bulletin available on the Website! 
 

March 10 6:00 p.m. Christian Ed Meeting 

March 12 11:30 a.m. Women’s Luncheon 

March 14 10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

 Live online with Facebook & YouTube 

  Bulletin available on the Website! 

March 15 12 -2 p.m. Food Pantry Distribution 

March 16 6:30 p.m. Worship Committee 

March 17 3:30 - 5:30 p.m. Food Pantry Distribution 

March 18 10:00 a.m. Mission Committee 

March 20 10:00 a.m. Communication Team 

March 21 10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

 Live online with Facebook & YouTube 

  Bulletin available on the Website!  

March 28 10:30 a.m.  Worship Service 

 Live online with  Facebook & YouTube 

 Bulletin available on the Website! 

April 1 4:00 p.m.  Deacons Meeting 

 6:30 p.m. Trustees Meeting 

April 3 9:00 a.m. Easy Worship Team 

April 4 10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

 Live online with Facebook & YouTube 

 Bulletin available on the Website!  

April  5 12 - 2 p.m. Food Pantry Distribution 

April 6 6:00 p.m. Session Meeting 

Linda Daly        2 

Sabrina Hook     2 

Eric Carlson       3 
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Prayers for Church Missions and Ministries 
Prayers for our congregation. As we look to the future of this congregation, complete the Mission Study, consider 
members for the PNC, and transition new leaders, may we find new ways to encourage one another, hold up one 
another in prayer, respect leadership decisions, while we share the gospel message.  

Let us show one another love, compassion, respect, and a Christ-like attitude toward those whose views differ 
from our own. 

Praises! 
For all those whose Covid tests came back negative! Or have recovered from Covid. For those whose procedures 
and surgeries have gone well!  For those healed from their illnesses! 

Bill S has a successful total left knee replacement. Praises and ongoing prayers for continued healing. 

Brad G had outpatient shoulder replacement.  Challenging recovery as he cannot use that arm for 4 months.  
Ongoing prayers for Brad, Vicky and family. 

Melva H’s friends great grandson, Kaiden (7 years old) was taken to Children’s hospital and diagnosed with severe 
migraines. He is home, but still experiencing frequent episodes.  Pease pray for him and his family. 

 

Prayers for Health, Healing, and those Grieving 
Bob and Katie E have tested positive for Covid. Prayers for their healing. 

Sharon M’s friend Donna A. recently had knee replacement surgery. 

Cindy W’s brother-in-law passed away unexpectedly. Please continue to pray for Cindy and Larry and their family. 

Stan and Donna H’s oldest son, Andy recently passed away. Please continue to pray for their family and daughter-in
-law Robie as they continue to grieve. 

Phyllis N - Continue to pray for her grandson, Tanner as he struggles with migraines. 

Sharon M had reverse shoulder placement. Prayers for her therapy, healing, strength, and pain relief. 

Jo K – for her sister-in-law and family. Also, for Jim and his ongoing health concerns. 

Becky H - Friend’s daughter Michele is pregnant and has Crohn’s disease. Prayers for all the family. 

Becky S - cousin, Micala’s family: Anna is finally fever free after 24 days.  Micala’s mother, Carole, and father, 
Marion L are both (in their 80’s) slowly getting better.  Micala was able to go to Denver 
for her cancer treatment last week. Also, daughter-in-law Rachael. Uncle Timmy recently 
passed away from cancer. He will have a native funeral in their village in Northway.  

Pastor Jan – Family of Dan M. (KS), his father has colon cancer. Surgery went well and chemo 
is already reducing the cancer. Remission is expected and looking likely! 

 
Barb S. – Brother-in-law (husband’s twin) diagnosed with leukemia, less than a year to live. 

His wife has Alzheimer’s. Ongoing prayers. 

 

Prayers for Our Community 

Prayer for all those serving as first responders, health care, and other at-risk positions! For 
our schools, teachers, staff, students, administrators, and Board members! For business 
owners and their employees as they face unemployment and struggling or loss of businesses! 

 
To place requests on the Prayer Chain or church prayer list call or text Becky Selby at (970) 405-2506 or send 
an email to MPCprayer@aol.com or pastor@millikenpres.org Need some pastoral care or someone to talk to? Call  
Pastor Jan, your Elder, or Deacon! 

https://d.docs.live.net/1e51b8b4114917ca/MPCprayer@aol.com
https://d.docs.live.net/1e51b8b4114917ca/pastor@millikenpres.org


Milliken Presbyterian Church 
 
 

Our Ministry Teams 
Pastor – Rev. Jan Brooks 

Clerk of Session – Heather Farquhar 
Treasurer – Kristin Eidson 

Chair of Trustees – Todd Selby 
Administrative Assistant – Pat Woods 

Music Director and Pianist – Becky Selby 
Organist – Janice Williams 

Session 
Wendy Fields – 2021 (1) 

Sara Hall – 2021 (1) 
Vicky Gilmer – 2021 (2) 

Clerk, Heather Farquhar – 2022 (1) 
Kathi Ramirez – 2022 (1) 

Peggy Wakeman – 2022 (1) 
 
 

Deacons 
Chairperson, Doris Fields – 2021 (1) 

Jan Carlson – 2021 (2) 
Sharon Morgan – 2021 (1) 
Donna Herman – 2022 (2) 
Patricia Markley – 2022 (1) 
LeeAnn Young – 2022 (1) 

 
 

Trustees 
Chair, Todd Selby – 2021 (2) 

Chase Slyter – 2021 (1) 
Ron Uttecht – 2021 (1) 
Max Morgan – 2022 (2) 
Dave Fields – 2022 (2) 
Becky Hook – 2022 (1)  

Christian Education 
Kathi Ramirez – Chairperson 

Wendy Fields 
Heather Farquhar 
Kellyn Wortman 
Matt Wortman 

 
 

Mission 
Katie Ehrlich – Chairperson 
Heather Farquhar - Liaison 

Jo Keller  
Doris Fields 

 
 

Finance 
Wendy Fields - Chairperson 

Bill Selby 
Vacancy 

 
 

Personnel 

 Sara Hall – Chairperson 
Vacancy 
Vacancy 

 Communication Team 
Larry Wakeman – Chairperson 

Heather Farquhar 
Sara Hall 

Jan Carlson 
Pat Woods – ex officio 

 
 

Worship 
Jan Carlson – Chairperson 

Vicky Gilmer - Liaison 
Becky Selby 

Peggy Wakeman 
 
 

Nominating 
Wendy Fields – Chairperson 
Todd Selby – Trustee Rep. 

TBD - Deacon Rep. 
Keith Uttecht – At-Large 

Mindy Wakeman – At-Large 



First United  

Presbyterian Church 
201 S. Olive Ave. 

Milliken, CO 80543 

 

Telephone – 970-587-2378 

 

Website – www.millikenpres.org 

Office email – office@millkenpres.org 

 

Sunday Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

Join us live on Facebook or YouTube 

 

Office Hours 

Monday – Thursday  1:30 – 5:30 p.m. 

 

Pastor’s Hours 

Monday and Thursday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Or by appointment! 

pastor@millikenpres.org 

Sonshine Weekly Newsletter 
is a publication of the First United  

Presbyterian Church of Milliken, Colorado. 
 

Deadline 
Information to be included in the next week’s 

update should be in the church office 
 no later than 5:30 p.m. on the prior Sunday. 

 

Submissions 
Send your church related event, news, meeting 

highlights, announcements, or prayer requests or 

more to the church office at: 

office@millikenpres.org 
 

Put “Sonshine News” in the subject line. 

Paper submissions can be mailed to the church 

address or placed in the drop box 
 by the front door of the church building. 

All submissions are subject to edit and approval. 
 

The Sonshine Weekly Newsletter is primarily 
available online through the website. 

 Paper versions available on request through the 

church office. 

Milliken Presbyterian Church 

201 S. Olive Ave. 

Milliken, CO 80543 

  

Forwarding and/or Return Service Requested 
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