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The Gathering of God’s People 
 

Prelude 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

The Lord welcomes us all to come into His holy presence! Come, 

join voices and hearts, spirits and lives in worshiping our God! 

 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer 

To You, O Lord, we lift our eyes. You are the Maker of Heaven 

and earth. 

We praise the Lord for watching over us. We thank the Lord 

for giving us shelter. 

Come, let us kneel before the Lord. Let us prepare our hearts to 

go forth in praise, glorifying God’s holy name. 

Holy God, we come seeking Your help and Your presence. 

Come this day and help us to put feet to our faith and 

substance to our belief. Just as Your Spirit hovers over the 

waters and works in the lives of those who love You, show us 

those who call upon Your Holy name, as we do this day – 

rejoicing in Your presence.  Amen 

 

Hymn  I Will Sing of the Mercies of the Lord 

I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever, I will sing, I will sing. 

I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever, 

I will sing of the mercies of the Lord. 

 

With my mouth will I make known; Thy faithfulness, Thy 

faithfulness; With my mouth will I make known;  

Thy faithfulness to all generations. 

 

I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever,  

I will sing of the mercies of the Lord. 

 

Call to Confession 

How often have we tried to do it all ourselves and come up short. 

You remind us, O God, that without You we can do nothing, not 

even be righteous and holy before You. Friends, let us come in 

our weakness and confess our need for forgiveness.  

God Helps Those 

Who Help Themselves 

Apart from Me, you can do nothing!    
 

John 15:5 



 

Prayer of Confession 

God of compassion, our unending source of strength and 

hope. Forgive us for neglecting to draw deeply on the power 

of the Holy Spirit, given to us through Jesus. We would rather 

wander our own way, pulling ourselves up by our own boot 

straps, sure that we must do it all instead living in the 

promise that You will help us in all things. We would rather 

make our own framework than use those things that You 

provide. Too often we are content, yes, even proud of our 

meager accomplishments. Believing that You don’t have time 

for the least in Your Kingdom. We allow apathy to carry us 

through, believing we’re doing all we can – it’s the best we 

can do. Forgive us, O God, and gives us a new mind and heart 

of willing submission to Your power and strength. Show us 

vividly that we can do nothing without You, not even the next 

breath we take. Forgive our arrogance and self-help 

attitudes, so that we can embrace with life giving help that 

You offer us time and time again. 

A time of silent prayer… In Christ’s name we pray. Amen! 

 

Assurance of Pardon based on Psalm 32: 1-2 

David writes, “Blessed are those whose transgressions are 

forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the one whose sin 

the Lord will never count against them.” 

We are blessed by the grace and mercy of God, revealed in 

Christ, through our sins are forgiven and covered! 

 

 

The Hearing of God’s Word 
 

Old Testament Lesson Jeremiah 17: 5-7  

Thus says the Lord: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals 

and make mere flesh their strength, whose hearts turn away from 

the Lord. They shall be like a shrub in the desert and shall not 

see when relief comes. They shall live in the parched places of 

the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. Blessed are those 

who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. 

 

 

Gospel Lesson John 15: 4-8 

    Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit 

by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit 

unless you remain in me. 

    “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I 

in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do 

nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is 

thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown 

into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words 

remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 

8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 

yourselves to be my disciples. 

 

The Message The Self-Help God Rev. Jan Brooks 

 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

Hymn  Abide with Me 

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide. 

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 

When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 

 

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death's sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still if Thou abide with me. 

 

Service of Holy Communion 

 including the Lord’s Prayer and Apostle’s Creed 

 

The Sending of God’s People 
 

Charge and Benediction 

 Let us go into the world serving others with the love of Christ! 

 

Postlude 


