
 Updates in the life of Milliken Presbyterian Church . . . 

Sunday,  April 18 

Session and the Worship Committee invite you to our return-to-in-person-worship service on Sunday, April 18.  
This particular service will be in the parking lot and although you are welcome to worship with us from your car,  
we would like to open up the opportunity for you to bring your lawn chairs and sit outside to enjoy the service, too.  

The service will be set up as it was last summer and fall with those participating in the service doing so along the 
south side of the building. Those who choose to sit in their lawn chairs may do so closer to where the service is being 
given from. Those staying in their cars will be directed to park towards the middle rows of the parking lot and further 
back.  

If you plan to sit in lawn chairs, you are encouraged to park your car along the south side of the parking lot or on the 
street. As it might be on the chilly side, you are also encouraged to dress appropriately and bring blankets to ensure 
that you are comfortable. As the weather is cooler and more damp this week, please pray for sunshine and no wind!  

As was done last summer and fall, we do ask that you enter the parking lot from the circle drive so that bulletins can 
be handed out, accurate attendance can be taken and offerings can be turned in.  

The restrooms will be accessible, as needed.  

The service will be live-streamed on YouTube and Facebook and will be available to view later in the day, as well,  
for those who cannot attend.  
 

Sunday, April 25 and beyond 

Beyond next Sunday, we will be ready to return our Sunday services to the sanctuary!  Session, along with Todd 
Selby, met on April 11 to review information that was gathered from the congregation regarding interest in 
returning to in-person worship and the response was overwhelming. The majority of the congregation is ready to 
return to the sanctuary on Sunday mornings and we are ready to welcome you back!  

During our meeting the sanctuary, pews and chairs were arranged so that we could determine how many people we 
could safely have in the sanctuary with social distancing and we discovered that we can safely include as many as 60 
individuals, which was more than we had anticipated. Please remember that in addition to social distancing, we will 
continue to wear masks while we are in the building.  

An online reservation system has been set up so that you can easily sign up for the Sundays you plan to attend. The 
church administrative assistant, Pat Woods, will personally call individuals or households without email address or 
internet service, so they can sign up for when they would like to attend, as well.  Even if you have email and internet 
service, you can call Pat during office hours to RSVP for the Sundays you would like to attend, if that is your 
preference.   
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When you sign up, you will have to indicate how many from your household will be in attendance. You will also  
receive a confirmation email regarding your reservation which will also include directions for canceling your  
reservation should the need arise.  

Utilizing the reservation system will also allow Session and Trustees the ability to plan ahead regarding seating  
arrangements needed for each Sunday.  

There are four Sundays available for sign up at this time. Please only sign-up for Sundays you are certain you can 
attend and indicate only the number in your household you are certain will attend. In order to sign up to attend  
Sunday services, please click the link below. We understand that from time to time there will be last minute 
cancelations, but if your reservation needs to be canceled prior to Sunday, please email or call the church office.  

RSVP for Sunday services at MPC by clicking on the following link: https://rsvp.church/r/YlLubBi7. 

If you have indicated that you are willing to volunteer for various needs before, during or after services, the  
appropriate individuals will be in contact with you regarding those needs and opportunities.  

In-person services will continue to be live-streamed on YouTube and Facebook and will be available later in the day 
for viewing, as well.  

 

Trustees 

After Pastor Jan moves out of the Manse on April 29, Trustees will be working to determine what work needs to  
be done to prepare it for the next pastor.  

Trustees are also in the beginning phases of organizing a Spring Clean-up event at the church and the Manse for  
Saturday, May 22.  

 

Worship Committee 

Moving forward, Donna Herman will be providing pulpit supply at least three Sundays a month. For the time being, 
she is also going to continue to her Daily Devotionals for the congregation.  

Pulpit supply for communion Sundays is being organized.  

The Worship Committee would like to open the opportunity for those who feel so led to join the committee. For 
more information on how you can get involved. contact Vicky Gilmer at gilmerb4v@gmail.com. 
 

Nominating Committee 

The Nominating Committee is still accepting names for volunteers who are interested in serving on the Pastor  
Nominating Committee (PNC). They are also taking recommendations for who you would like to see on that  
committee. Please note that volunteering yourself or recommending others is not a guarantee that you or those 
individuals will be on the committee. Of the names gathered, Nominating Committed will verify interest and  
determine the group to be presented to the congregation for approval.  

 

https://rsvp.church/r/YlLubBi7
mailto:gilmerb4v@gmail.com


 

Because We Grow 

Trinity White Plume just turned 13. Like the gardens she has newly learned to plant and 

tend, she is growing in extraordinary ways. 

Where Trinity lives on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota — roughly the size 

of the state of Connecticut — there is but one grocery store. Moreover, Oglala Lakota 

County, where the reservation is located, has the lowest per capita income in the country 

and consistently ranks as the poorest county in the nation.   

During the pandemic, what was already a food desert has become even more so,  

heightening the challenge of food accessibility for Trinity’s family and all the families living in Pine Ridge. Thanks to 

gifts from One Great Hour of Sharing, the garden projects of Owe Aku (pronounced OH-WAY AH-KOO) are making a 

difference. 

Owe Aku is a grassroots, nonprofit organization that puts people in charge of their own food supply, nutrition, health 

and well-being by reclaiming ancestral wisdom and teaching Lakota history and culture. The Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) partners with Owe Aku through the Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP), supported by gifts to One Great 

Hour of Sharing. 

For the Lakota, there is a strong spiritual connection between the land and the people. “Although traditionally we’re 

not an agricultural people, we have evolved into wanting to preserve the land, and preserve the people on the land, 

by beginning our garden project,” said development director Kent Lebsock. “We thought the best way to do this is 

with the families, and especially young people.” And thus was born Ama’s Freedom School, which encourages youth 

to learn not only about growing food, but also about the medicinal and ceremonial plants that have been used for 

generations. 

Trinity is a young, emerging leader with the potential to carry the program forward for many years. She attends and 

assists with every class and workshop put on by Owe Aku, and, in turn, she and the other students have begun to 

teach their families. Trinity is also proving herself to be gifted in other areas that benefit the reservation by helping 

with bookkeeping and other office work. 

“I want to learn my traditions from Ama’s Freedom School so that I can keep them alive for the future generations,” 

she says. With our support, we believe that she indeed will continue to grow and make a difference. 

Gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing helps address the root causes of hunger in places around the world — places like 

the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation and others where food security is a serious need. Please give generously, for when 

we all do a little, it adds up to a lot. 

Let us pray~  

God who plants gardens and tends people, make us gardeners with you and all those who need food. May what we 

give, what we preserve and what we grow make lives of nourishment for all. Amen. 

You can mail your donation to the church office or put it in the dropbox by the front door.  Be sure to put on the  

Memo line of your check—”One Great Hour of Sharing.”  Giving envelopes available upon request! 



 

Your contributions are welcome! 
 

Mail your monetary donations to the church 
office, mark your check “Food Pantry” on 

the memo line.  
 

Food donations can be dropped off in the 
west back door airlock every Monday 

from 4:15 to 6:15 p.m. 

Weekly Fellowship 
Get together on Zoom! Catch up with your church 
friends and share the conversation and latest news! 
Each Wednesday evening beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

Meeting I.D. — 411-170-545  
Password — 80543 

Fellowship Zoom Link 
  
  

Sunday Worship Service 
Join us on Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m. for our 
live-streamed worship service from the sanctuary 
via Facebook Live and now also through You Tube. 
You can see past services online as well.   
Be sure to invite your friends to “follow” us on 
Facebook and “subscribe” to us on YouTube. 
 
 

Financial Summary  

For the week of April 4, 2021 

General Fund - Income 

 Weekly - $1,325.00 

 Monthly - $1,325.00  

YTD - $28,389.03 

 

Month-to-Date Disbursements 

$2,391.91 

YTD -  $31,698.30 

Building Fund - Income 

Weekly -  $125.00 

Monthly -  $125.00| 

YTD -  $905.00  

Month-to-Date Disbursements  

$.00 YTD -  $6,251.00 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/411170545?pwd=YU1SQ1VHbTc3U1R4K2NGZFBFdzdYQT09#success
https://www.facebook.com/millikenpresbyterian
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9vDxGLyZgcWr1ldp0rOyiA


 

 April 14 6:00 p.m.  Christian Education 

April 17 10:00 a.m.  Communication Team 

April 18 10:30 a.m.  Worship Service  

  In Person  -  Outdoor Service 

April 19 12 - 2 p.m.  Food Pantry Distribution 

April 20 6:30 p.m.  Worship Committee 

April 21 3:30 - 5:30 p.m. Food Pantry Distribution 

April 22 4:00 p.m.  Deacons Meeting 

April 25 10:30 a.m.  Worship Service  

  In Person! 

May 2 10:30 a.m.  Worship Service  

  In Person! 

May 3 12-2 p.m.  Food Pantry Distribution 

May 4 6:00 p.m.  Sessions Meeting 

May 5 3:30 – 5:30 p.m. Food Pantry Distribution 

May 13 6:30 p.m.  Trustees Meeting 

May 14 11:30 a.m.  Women’s Luncheon 

May 16 10:30 a.m.  Worship Service 

  In Person! 

May 17 12 – 2 p.m.  Food Pantry Distribution 

May 18 6:30 p.m.   Worship Committee 

May 19 3:30 - 5:30 p.m. Food Pantry Distribution 

May 22 10:00 a.m.  Communication Team 

May 23 10:30 a.m.  Worship Service 

  In Person! 

May 27 4:00 p.m.  Deacons Meeting 

May 30 10:30 a.m.  Worship Service 

  In Person! 

Bob Schneider  9 
Jim Keller   11 

Jan Williams  18 

Katie Ehrlich  19 



Prayers for Church Missions and Ministries 

Prayers for our congregation. As we look to the future of this congregation, complete the Mission Study, consider members 
for the PNC, and transition new leaders, may we find new ways to encourage one another, hold up one another in prayer, 
respect leadership decisions, while we share the gospel message.  

Let us show one another love, compassion, respect, and a Christ-like attitude toward everyone always! 

Praises! 

For all those whose Covid tests came back negative! Or have recovered from Covid. For those whose procedures and surgeries 
have gone well!  For those healed from their illnesses! 

For Bob E. who was moved Friday to Centerra Acute Care/rehabilitation facility to get his strength back. 

Prayers for Health, Healing, and those Grieving 

Glenda H has been experiencing mini strokes (T.I.A.’S) as well as dealing with rheumatoid arthritis.  She will be seeing a 
neurologist.  Please pray for her. 

Marlon D had a successful heart ablation surgery.  Prayers for patience and a complete recovery. 

Vicky Gilmer – Friend, Affia was diagnosed with rheumatoid arthritis. She  is very active and increased pain and weakness have 
really affected her.  Please pray for her as she has strong belief in God and the power of prayer. 

Ruby B – Friend Wendall had quintuple bypass last week.  Please pray for his complete recovery. 

Becky S - sister, Brenda in Lakewood - Please pray for her co-workers and friend -Tyler.  He and his partner, Juan are being 
stalked, threatened and attacked by an individual in his condo complex.  He has received death threats, his car damaged 
numerous times and attacked with rocks thrown  hitting him in the head.  The attacker has mental illness. The police are 
involved, however Tyler believes this individual will kill him. 

Bob E - Please continue to pray for Katie and Bob for his strengthening, but send up some big praises! 

Brad G - Continue prayers for Brad, Vicky and family as he recovers from shoulder replacement. 

Stan and Donna H - Please continue to pray for their family and daughter-in-law Robie as they 
continue to grieve the loss of their oldest son, Andy. 

Jo K – for Jim and his ongoing health concerns. 

Becky H - Keep praying for friend’s daughter Michele.  She will have scheduled c-section on May 11.  
Continued prayers for her baby.  She is struggling with back pain that makes it hard for her to 
walk. 

Barb S. – Brother-in-law (husband’s twin) diagnosed with leukemia, less than a year to live. His wife 
has Alzheimer’s. Ongoing prayers. 

Prayers for Our Community 

Prayer for all those serving as first responders, health care, and other at-risk positions! For our 
schools, teachers, staff, students, administrators, and Board members! For business owners and 
their employees as they face unemployment and struggling or loss of businesses! 

To place requests on the Prayer Chain or church prayer list call or text Becky Selby at  
(970) 405-2506 or send an email to MPCprayer@aol.com. Need some pastoral care or someone to talk to? Call your Elder, 
or Deacon! 

https://d.docs.live.net/1e51b8b4114917ca/MPCprayer@aol.com


Milliken Presbyterian Church 
 
 

Our Ministry Teams 
Pastor –  

Clerk of Session – Heather Farquhar 
Treasurer – Kristin Eidson 

Chair of Trustees – Todd Selby 
Administrative Assistant – Pat Woods 

Music Director and Pianist – Becky Selby 
Organist – Janice Williams 

Session 
Wendy Fields – 2021 (1) 

Sara Hall – 2021 (1) 
Vicky Gilmer – 2021 (2) 

Clerk, Heather Farquhar – 2022 (1) 
Kathi Ramirez – 2022 (1) 

Peggy Wakeman – 2022 (1) 
 
 

Deacons 

Chairperson, Doris Fields – 2021 (1) 
Jan Carlson – 2021 (2) 

Sharon Morgan – 2021 (1) 
Donna Herman – 2022 (2) 
Patricia Markley – 2022 (1) 
LeeAnn Young – 2022 (1) 

 
 

Trustees 
Chairperson, Todd Selby – 2021 (2) 

Chase Slyter – 2021 (1) 
Ron Uttecht – 2021 (1) 
Max Morgan – 2022 (2) 
Dave Fields – 2022 (2) 
Becky Hook – 2022 (1)  

Nominating 
Wendy Fields – Chairperson 
Todd Selby – Trustee Rep. 

LeAnn Sullivan  - Deacon Rep. 
Keith Uttecht – At-Large 

Mindy Wakeman – At-Large 
 
 
 

Christian Education 
Kathi Ramirez – Chairperson 

Wendy Fields 
Kellyn Wortman 
Matt Wortman 

 
 
 
 
 

Communication Team 
Larry Wakeman – Chairperson 

Peggy Wakeman - Liaison 
Emma Carlson 

Patricia Woods - ex-officio 
 

 

Finance 
Wendy Fields - Chairperson 

Bill Selby 
Vacancy 

Kristin Eidson - ex-officio 
 
 

Personnel 
Sara Hall – Chairperson 

Vacancy 
Vacancy 

 
 

Mission 
Katie Ehrlich – Chairperson 
Heather Farquhar - Liaison 

Jo Keller  
Doris Fields 

 
  

Worship 
Jan Carlson – Chairperson 

Vicky Gilmer - Liaison 
Becky Selby 

Peggy Wakeman 
 

Contact Us! 

201 S. Olive Ave.   Milliken, Colorado 80543 

(970) 587-2378 

office@millikenpres.org 

Office  Hours -Monday - Thursday   1:30 - 5:30 p.m. 

www.millikenpres.org 

Look for us on Facebook!  Subscribe to us on YouTube! 



 

First United  

Presbyterian Church 
201 S. Olive Ave. 

Milliken, CO 80543 

 
Telephone – 970-587-2378 

 

 
Website – www.millikenpres.org 

Office email – office@millkenpres.org 

 
Sunday Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

Join us live on Facebook or YouTube 

 
Office Hours 

Monday – Thursday  1:30 – 5:30 p.m. 

 
 

Sonshine Weekly Newsletter 
is a publication of the First United  

Presbyterian Church of Milliken, Colorado. 
 

Deadline 
Information to be included in the next week’s 

update should be in the church office 

 no later than 5:30 p.m. on the prior Sunday. 
 

Submissions 
Send your church related event, news, meeting 

highlights, announcements, or prayer requests or 

more to the church office at: 
office@millikenpres.org 

 

Put “Sonshine News” in the subject line. 

Paper submissions can be mailed to the church 

address or placed in the drop box 
 by the front door of the church building. 

All submissions are subject to edit and approval. 
 

The Sonshine Weekly Newsletter is primarily 

available online through the website. 
 Paper versions available on request through the 

church office. 

Milliken Presbyterian Church 

201 S. Olive Ave. 

Milliken, CO 80543 

  

Forwarding and/or Return Service Requested 

http://www.millikenpres.org
mailto:office@millkenpres.org
https://www.facebook.com/millikenpresbyterian
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9vDxGLyZgcWr1ldp0rOyiA
mailto:office@millikenpres.org

